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SPORTS

Teams to watch 

Verona: The Wildcats took 
16th in Division 1 at state last 
year but appear poised to head 
nowhere but up this season. Stan-
ford commit Jack Herkert, who 
won the Division 1 high jump title 
(6 feet, 7 inches) last year, is back 
and also will compete in hurdles 
alongside senior Jared Biddle 
(eighth in the 110-meter hurdles 
last year in :15.07); and twin sprint-
ing stars Obi and Chudi Ifediora 
return to provide strength in indi-
vidual events and relays.

Middleton: The Cardinals tied 
for WIAA Division 1 state runner-up 
honors last year — the best finish 
in school history — but athletes 
since lost to graduation scored 
27 of Middleton’s 41 points. Now, 
under second-year coach Joe Line, 
the Cardinals are out to pursue 
what would be a fifth consecutive 
Big Eight Conference championship 
and more postseason success. 
Distance standouts Gus Newcomb 
and Jack Rader lead the way, along 
with a deep group of sprinters that 
could boost the Cardinals’ perfor-
mance in relays.

Monona Grove: Coach Brian 
Storms, a former MG athlete, is full 
of anticipation for a strong season 
and a run at the Badger South Con-
ference title. “(We have a) balanced 
team without noticeable holes 
in event areas,” the coach said, 
adding that the team goal is to win 
the Badger South title. The Silver 
Eagles return 24 letterwinners and 
22 event regulars, led by senior 
sprinters Andryi Nahirniak and Kyle 
Kapouoch; junior hurdlers John List 
and Brett Clevidence; sophomore 
Sam Hepp and junior Lucas Gerlach 
in the jumps; junior thrower Carter 
Aguilara and junior distance runner 
Charlie Ellenbecker.

Baraboo: Coach Tom Leaver’s 
team will have lots of spots to 
fill as it chases what would be a 
fourth consecutive Badger North 
title, with 21 letterwinners among 
the 22 seniors lost to graduation. 
Twin standouts Kody Weiland (a 
two-time Badger long jump champ, 
2015 triple jump champ) and Kyle 
Weiland (school record holder in 
the 300 hurdles) return, as does 
sprint standout Noah Larson, a 
North Dakota football recruit and 
state swimming champion.

Madison La Follette: Finn 
Gessner, a University of Wisconsin 

cross country and track recruit, led 
the Lancers to a 19th-place finish 
at Division 1 state last year. Coach 
John Neumann has made solid 
progress developing the rest of the 
lineup, making the Lancers a se-
rious challenger for the top of the 
tough Big Eight pack.

Oregon: The defending Badger 
South champion Panthers suffered 
heavy graduation losses from the 
team that tied for fifth at Division 1 
state, including All-Area Athlete of 
the Year Alex Duff. Middle distance 
runner Hudson Kugel, a UW recruit, 
is back for his senior year after 
taking second in the state 800 last 
year. The team’s other returning 
state qualifier is senior 400 runner 
Logan Meier. Junior Kardelle Phil-
lips has shown improvement in the 
hurdles.

DeForest: It will be coach Joe 
Parker’s job this year to transform 
potential into performance. Parker 
said the Norskies lost a strong se-
nior class from last year’s Badger 
North runner-up team, and has 
“about two-thirds of our team as 
first-year track participants.” Still, 
Parker expects to have the top 
hurdling and distance crews in the 
conference, led by distance runners 
Drew George, Trace O’Brien and 

Jacob Burgener; hurdler Jackson 
Arnold-Irby and sprinter Michael 
Sausen.

Athletes to watch 

Finn Gessner, sr., Madison 
La Follette: The UW recruit won 
the state cross country title last 
fall and finished second in the Foot 
Locker Nationals. Gessner won the 
3,200 (9:01.81) at last year’s WIAA 
Division 1 state meet.

Jack Herkert, sr., Verona: The 
Stanford recruit won the Division 1 
state high jump last year (6-8) and 
already has cleared 6-7 in the 
indoor season. He missed out on 
making state in the hurdles after 
getting tripped up by another 
competitor in a regional race but 
is expected to challenge for a state 
place in that event.

Ben Dunkleberger, jr., 
Lake Mills: The defending 
Division 2 state champion in the 
triple jump (44-5½), Dunkleberger 
also took seventh in the long jump 
(21-1) and eighth in the 100 meters 
(:11.58) at state last year. Dunkle-
berger also quarterbacks the 
L-Cats football team and starts for 
the basketball team that reached 
the state semifinals. His uncle, 

James, won the 1997 NCAA decath-
lon title for UW.

Kyle Thomas, sr., River Valley: 
Won the Division 2 state title in the 
100 meters (:11.10) and took sec-
ond in the 200 (:21.81) and ninth in 
the long jump (20-8¼).

Obi and Chudi Ifediora, sr., 
Verona: Obi Ifediora, who will run 
next year in the Ivy League for 
Brown, won the 200 and was sec-
ond in the 55 dash in the Madison 
West Relays on Saturday. His twin 
brother, Chudi, also is a potential 
state champion sprinter.

L.O. Johnson, jr., Waunakee: 
After taking fourth in the 100 
(:11.11) and eighth in the 200 
(:22.51) at WIAA Division 1 state last 
year, Johnson is back for more. He 
beat out a tough field to win the 
55 dash in Saturday’s Madison West 
Relays.

Hudson Kugel, sr., Oregon: 
Kugel, a UW recruit, battled a 
strong, deep field to take second 
in the Division 1 800 last year 
(1:54.97) and ran on two placewin-
ning relays as the Panthers tied for 
fifth in the team race.

Gus Newcomb, sr., Middleton: 
A Colorado recruit, Newcomb and 
Gessner give the area two terrific 
distance standouts — continuing 

a long-running tradition. Last 
year, Newcomb took third at state 
in the 1,600 (4:13.08) and is the 
top returning finisher, and fin-
ished fourth, behind Gessner and 
now-graduated teammate Perrin 
Hagge, in the 3,200 (9:12.54).

Obi Iwuagwu, sr., Madison 
Country Day co-op: Iwuagwu, 
the state’s top eight-man football 
player, has committed to run at 
NAIA Davenport in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. He took second in the 
triple jump (43-11) and third in the 
100 (:11.27) at Division 3 state last 
year.

Hunter Peters, sr., Madison 
Memorial: Took fourth in a strong 
field in the state 110 hurdles last 
year (:14.66).

Rickie Williams, sr., Wisconsin 
Heights/Barneveld: Took third 
in the Division 2 state long jump 
(21-9¼) and also will run sprints for 
the Sugar River Raiders.

Josh Seltzner, sr., Columbus: A 
UW football recruit (as a preferred 
walk-on), Seltzner took fifth in the 
state shot put (53-4¼) last year. 
He topped that mark on Tuesday 
with a toss of 55-3 in the Columbia 
County Invitational.

— Art Kabelowsky
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Waunakee junior L.O. Johnson edges runner-up Obi Ifediora, right, and Chudi Ifediora of Verona in the final of the 55-meter dash at Saturday’s 
Madison West Relays at the University of Wisconsin Shell. Johnson’s time was 6.41 seconds.

5812 Odana Road, Madison SALES: 442-3131 M-TH 9-8PM, FRI 9-6PM, SAT 9-5PM
SERVICE: 442-3101 M-TH 7-6PM, F 7-5PM, SAT 8-1PM

*Prices include Customer Cash, are in lieu of APR program unless stated. Subject to prior sale and limited to in-stock vehicles. Tax, title, license and services fee extra. 1.9% APR for 60 months
equals $17.48 per $1,000 borrowed. To qualified credit. See sales staff for details. *Available on select models. Photos for illustration purposes only. See dealer for details. Offers end 4/30/2017.

DonMi l lerMazda.com

36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
$3,675 DUE AT DELIVERY

SPORT AUTOMATIC
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE2016 Mazda CX-5

STK #46-2987 | VIN #913490

BUY FROM
$24,278

OR 0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS.

$169 PER MO. PLUS TAX

LEASE FOR

STK #47-2094 | VIN #147954

LEASE FOR

$189PER MONTH WITH

SPORT AUTOMATIC
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE2017 Mazda CX-3

$2,999 DUE AT DELIVERY

36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

OR BUY FROM
$21,674

AT 0.9% FOR 60 MONTHS.

OR BUY FROM
$22,349

AT 0% FOR 60 MONTHS.

SPORT AUTOMATIC2017 Mazda6

36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

$179 PER MONTH

$2,999 DUE AT DELIVERY

LEASE FOR

STK #47-2086 | VIN #126494 VIN: INCOMING

LEASE FOR
$369 PER MONTH

36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
$2,999 DUE AT DELIVERY

2017 Mazda CX-9ALL NEW SPORT
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

BUY FROM
$33,291

AT 1.9% FOR 60 MONTHS.

Qualifying Volkswagen customers receive an extra $750 toward the purchase or lease of a new Mazda.
$750 “Make a Move to Mazda” Program.Just announced

2017 Mazda3 SPORT HATCHBACK AUTOMATIC

STK #47-2023 | VIN #103098
BUY FROM

$19,679
OR 0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS.

36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
$2,990 DUE AT DELIVERY

$199 PER MO. PLUS TAX

LEASE FOR

STK #47-2044 | VIN #102032
OR BUY FROM

$18,499
AT 0% FOR 60 MONTHS.

SPORT SEDAN AUTOMATIC2017 Mazda3

$2,499 DUE AT DELIVERY

36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

LEASE FOR

$159 PER MONTH WITH

MADISON ’S
MAZDA DESTINATION


