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I f you read between the lines, 
it seems like Nigel Hayes, the 
University of Wisconsin’s All-

Big Ten Conference forward, is 
predisposed to keeping his name 
in the NBA draft.

Indeed, it appears he’s waiting 
to hear a promise from some team 
— any team — that it will select 
him in the two-round draft and 
that he will return to UW for his 
senior season only if that doesn’t 
happen.

But while Hayes contemplates 
whether he should stay or go 
before Wednesday’s deadline, 

his decision 
basically comes 
down to this: 
Does he want to 
play in the NBA 
or does he sim-
ply want to get 
paid for play-
ing basketball 
no matter what 
league he’s in?

If the 
6-foot-7 Hayes 

wants a chance at a long NBA 
career, his best choice is to return 
to UW, groove the altered jump 

shot that failed him last season 
and see if he can improve his 
sagging draft stock. However, if 
Hayes is determined to get paid to 
play somewhere next season, he 
can stay in the draft and see where 
it takes him.

Since Hayes is unlikely to be a 
fi rst-round draft pick, that could 
be just about anywhere. If he 
is drafted in the second round, 
especially in the back half of the 
second round, he may or may 
not make a roster. And if he goes 
undrafted, his chances of stick-
ing in the league would go from 
slim to improbable. Either way, 
it would probably be the start 
of Hayes’ career as a basketball 
vagabond because few roads lead 

back to the NBA.
Since Hayes did little to 

improve his draft status at the 
NBA combine, it was up to him 
to impress teams in private 
workouts. He reportedly worked 
out for Houston on Monday, 
following earlier trips to Atlanta, 
Boston, Phoenix and Utah.

NBA scouts remain intrigued 
by Hayes’ potential despite a 
severe dip in his shooting per-
centage when thrust into a lead 
role as a junior. They like his 
sturdy body, long arms, quick 
fi rst step and versatility. They like 
the fact he functioned well as a 
complementary off ensive player 
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Smart play is to stay
Associated Press archives

All-Big Ten Conference forward Nigel Hayes has until Wednesday to decide whether to keep his name in the NBA draft or return to UW for his senior season.

Unless an NBA team promises to take him in the draft, 
Nigel Hayes’ best career move is to return to school
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GREEN BAY — After four months of 
slumber, the 2016 NFL season got its unof-
fi cial kickoff  Monday when the Green Bay 
Packers started their organized team activi-
ties, the beginning of the fi nal phase of their 
off season program.

The Packers’ off season program has been 
ongoing for more than a month with work-
outs, conditioning and meetings, but now 
players and coaches will get on the practice 
fi eld. Organized team activities will lead into 
a three-day minicamp June 14-16.

Three OTAs will be open to the public 
before minicamp, starting — weather per-
mitting — with an 11:30 a.m. session today 
(the other open OTAs are June 2 and 6).

Something you won’t see today? Half of 
the Packers’ rookie class.

Remember: Because of the NFL’s rule pre-
venting players drafted from universities 
with quarterly semesters from participat-
ing full-time with their new team until the 
semester ends, the Packers will be with-
out four rookies. First-round nose tackle 
Kenny Clark (UCLA), fourth-round inside 
linebacker Blake Martinez (Stanford), fi fth-
round receiver Trevor Davis (California) and 
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MIDDLETON — For area athletes, it was 
moving day at Monday’s WIAA Division 1 
regional at Breitenbach Stadium.

Their focus was all about fi nishing in the 
top four places of an event and moving on to 
Thursday’s sectional at Holmen. Adding to 
their challenge: temperatures soaring into the 
80s after a season of primarily cold weather.

When it was over, the Middleton girls and 
boys swept the regional titles.

“You want to do your best and push 
through,” Madison Memorial senior Holly 
Houston said after the girls shot put compe-
tition fi nished. “Then it’s fi ne-tuning for two 
good days and bringing it when it counts” on 
Thursday.
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MILWAUKEE — Filling out 
his lineup card Sunday morn-
ing at Citi Field in New York was 
a little bit easier for Milwaukee 
Brewers manager Craig Coun-
sell, who was able to pencil in 
Ryan Braun for the fi rst time in 
four games.

Braun had been sidelined 
by tightness in his lower back. 
Before that, he missed two 
games with a 
sore right wrist.

“You’re put-
ting your nor-
mal three-hole 
hitter back in 
your lineup — 
we’re excited 
to do that,” 
said Counsell, whose team 
(18-26) opens a three-game 
series against the Braves (12-31) 
tonight in Atlanta.

“You look back on these 
games (and) say, ‘What if,’ but 
that doesn’t help us. But I think 
anytime you can put one of the 
better hitters in the league back 
in your lineup, you’re happy 
about that, for sure.”

The lengthy absence led 
many to claim Braun’s injury-
prone history was again rearing 
its ugly head, but the big picture 
tells another story.

“I thought before the sea-
son (Braun would play) 140 
(games),” Counsell said. “I 
looked at it and we’re right on 
pace for that.”

BREWERS 

Health 
doesn’t 
worry 
Braun 

Braun 

BREWERS 
VS. BRAVES

When, where: 

6:10 tonight, Atlanta.

TV: Fox Sports 

Wisconsin.

He and Craig Counsell 
insist recent ailments 
haven’t aff ected the 
plan for the outfi elder

State Journal wire services

 ST. LOUIS — Joe Pavelski 
said it was going to take every-
body if the San Jose Sharks 
were going to get the result they 
wanted in Game 5 of the West-
ern Conference 
Final against the 
St. Louis Blues.

But when the 
game reached 
its most critical 
juncture Mon-
day, everybody 
turned to the 
former University of Wisconsin 
athlete.

Pavelski scored the tying 
goal on the power play late in 
the second period and tipped 
in the eventual winner early in 
the third as the Sharks moved 
to within one game of their fi rst 
appearance in the Stanley Cup 
Final with a riveting 6-3 win 
over the Blues.

“You think back to some of 

STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS 
SHARKS 6, BLUES 3

Pavelski, 
San Jose 
near Final
The ex-UW athlete has  
two goals and an assist 
for a 3-2 series lead

PACKERS 

Early sessions 
won’t provide 
much insight
Half the team’s rookies will miss 
today’s organized team activities
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Home sweep home for Middleton

LARRY ILES — For the State Journal

Senior Lauren Smith anchors Middleton’s 800-meter relay to victory at a WIAA Division 1 regional meet 
on Monday. Smith also won the 100 hurdles and ran on the victorious 400 relay.

INSIDE 
Boys golf: Late-blooming Forseth helps drive 
Waunakee success. C4

Girls track and field: Mount Horeb’s Williams 
goes long way in long jump. C6

Boys tennis: Middleton advances all 
seven flights at Waunakee subsectional. C6

The girls and boys teams claim 
victories at their own track as 
athletes focus on advancement

Pavelski


