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SPORTS

The Wildcats win 
their first state title  
by erasing a deficit  
in the second half

JON MASSON
jmasson@madison.com 

ASHWAUBENON — The 
Verona girls basketball team 
would not be denied.

The Wildcats overcame an 
eight-point second-half defi-
cit and accomplished their 
season-long goal Saturday 
night at the Resch Center.

Verona rallied to defeat 
Mukwonago 52-46 in the 
WIAA Division 1 champion-
ship game — giving the Wild-
cats their first state title in 
their first appearance.

Junior forward Alex Lueh-
ring, a UW-Green Bay 
recruit, led Verona (25-3) with 
18 points.  

Senior guard Bre Cera, an 
Iowa recruit, led Mukwo-
nago (24-4) with a game-high 
25 points.

Verona senior Grace Muel-
ler sank two free throws to 
give the Wildcats a 50-46 
lead with 32.4 seconds left 
and junior guard Alley John-
son made two more — putting 
Verona ahead 52-46 with 12.1 
seconds remaining.

Mueller’s two free throws 
with 58.6 seconds left had put 
Verona ahead 48-43. But Cera 
responded with a 3-pointer.

Cera scored the first 13 
points of the game for Muk-
wonago, sparking the Indians 
to a 20-19 halftime lead.

BRANDON STORLIE
For the State Journal 

SUN PRAIRIE — Out of timeouts and 
out of position, there was nothing Isaiah 
McFadden and the Madison West boys bas-
ketball team could do.

“Their whole team crashed the boards,” 
the senior forward said. “Our team was just 
sitting there watching, waiting for the time 
to run out.”

A putback from Muskego senior forward 
Matty Farner with less than a second on the 
clock was the difference Saturday after-
noon, as the Warriors edged the Regents 
69-67 to earn a WIAA Division 1 state tour-
nament berth.

“That’s just the way the ball bounces 
sometimes,” West coach Keith Stewart 
said. “It was a hard game. Their kids just 
made a play at the end.”

A back-and-forth game throughout, 
Saturday’s contest saw the Regents jump 
out to an early lead that hovered near 
double digits for much of the first half. After 
Muskego (22-4) responded in the second, 

though, West (15-11) needed a layup from 
McFadden in the final half-minute to pull 
even.

“We ran a play, but I felt like the play 
broke down,” McFadden said of the basket 
that knotted things at 67. “So I just took the 
ball to the rim and just tried to get a layup.”

McFadden finished with nine points on 
an afternoon that saw his team plagued by 
foul trouble. Junior forward Terrell Carey,  
whose standout performance Thursday 
night keyed the Regents’ 51-38 sectional-
semifinal upset of Big Eight Conference 
rival Madison Memorial, fouled out with 
more than 8 minutes left on Saturday, 

WIAA BOYS BASKETBALL | MUSKEGO 69, MADISON WEST 67 

Last-second putback ends Regents’ run
INSIDE 
Waunakee state-bound: Kyle Jensen helps 
Warriors pull away from Fort Atkinson. C6

New ground for Barneveld: Eagles edge  
Bangor for first state tournament berth. C6

Please see REGENTS, Page C6

Mock NCAA tournament brackets 
have the Badgers seeded No. 7 or 
No. 8 after a two-game slide 

JIM POLZIN 
jpolzin@madison.com, 608-252-6473 

It’s a good thing Nigel Hayes doesn’t believe 
past results — good or bad — have any bearing 
on what happens to a team next.

The junior forward on the University of 
Wisconsin men’s basketball team has made 

that perfectly 
clear when-
ever a certain 
M-word is 
mentioned. In 
fact, he bristled 
a few weeks 
ago when a 

television reporter brought it up with the 
Badgers on the doorstep of the postseason.

“Momentum isn’t real,” Hayes said. “We’ve 
been over this a million times. … We try to 
take each game and try to improve what we 
did well, try to eliminate what we didn’t do 
well, try to play our best as a team together 
and try to come out a winner.”

Hayes said that before UW lost two games 
in a row. The latest setback — a 70-58 defeat 
to Nebraska in a second-round game of the 
Big Ten Conference tournament on Thursday 

UW MEN’S BASKETBALL 

Losses take 
steam from 
stretch run

BADGERS IN NCAA 
TOURNAMENT 

Selection show: 
4:30 p.m. today, 
Ch. 3.

Please see BADGERS, Page C3

Please see VICTORY, Page C2

Eleven players notch points 
to help set up a rematch with 
Minnesota in the national semis

DENNIS PUNZEL
dpunzel@madison.com, 608-252-6170 

 The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin 
women’s hockey 
team is headed 
back to the Frozen 
Four.

The No. 2 Bad-
gers earned their 
third consecutive 
trip to the NCAA 
Frozen Four with 

a 6-0 victory over Mercyhurst in a quarter-
final game Saturday night before a sellout 
crowd of 2,273 at LaBahn Arena.

LARRY ILES — Associated Press

Madison West’s Larry Hawkins goes up for a 
shot. He finished with a team-high 14 points 
Saturday.

A nine-point lead 
doesn’t hold up in 
their first final berth

ART KABELOWSKY
akabelowsky@madison.com, 
608-252-6183 

 ASHWAUBENON — In a 
tight boxing match, the last 
thing a fighter wants to do is go 
4 minutes, 39 seconds without 
landing a punch.

That’s the fate that befell 
the Stoughton girls basketball 
team in the second half of Sat-

urday’s WIAA Division 2 state 
championship game.

And it set the stage for New 
Berlin Eisenhower to hold up 
the championship belt after a 
46-42 victory — even though 
this battle never had a knock-
out punch.

WIAA STATE GIRLS BASKETBALL  
NEW BERLIN EISENHOWER 46, STOUGHTON 42

Vikings can’t survive 
offensive cold spell

AMBER ARNOLD — State Journal

Stoughton’s Hannah Hobson reaches for the ball against New Berlin 
Eisenhower’s Chelsea Brackmann during the second half Saturday at 
the Resch Center. Hobson, a senior, scored 11 points.

Please see VERONA, Page C4

Please see STOUGHTON, Page C4

UW WOMEN’S HOCKEY  
NCAA TOURNAMENT

Nemesis next 
on the agenda

BADGERS 6, 
MERCYHURST 0

Key: Senior 
Ann-Renee 
Desbiens posts 

her 21st shutout.

Next: Friday, vs. 
Minnesota, NCAA Frozen 
Four, Durham, N.H.

WIAA STATE GIRLS BASKETBALL | VERONA 52, MUKWONAGO 46

Perseverance pays off

AMBER ARNOLD — State Journal

Verona’s Kira Opsal puts up a shot against Mukwonago’s Julia Morelli in the first half of the Wildcats’ 
victory in the WIAA Division 1 finals Saturday night in Ashwaubenon. Opsal finished with six points.

INSIDE
Girls basketball: Two-year 
reign ends for Barneveld. C4

Girls basketball: First state 
title for Mineral Point. C5


