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The Packers could go for 
a tight end with the 27th 
pick, but linebacker or 
D-line is a better bet

F or NFL franchises, the draft 
is a four-part process.

First comes the college 
season, followed by the post-
season all-star games, the NFL 
scouting combine and fi nally 
on-campus workouts.

With the combine up next, 
teams are halfway through the 

process, which 
means draft 
boards are start-
ing to take shape 
in team offi  ces. 
The boards 
will remain 
fl uid, of course, 
but teams are 
already zero-
ing in on who 
might be avail-
able when they 
pick in the fi rst 

round.
It’s no diff erent for the Green 

Bay Packers, who pick 27th 
in the fi rst round. Everyone 
who watched the Packers last 
season knows what they need 
most to get over the hump and 
become a legitimate Super Bowl 
contender.

First, they must fi nd a starting-
caliber inside linebacker so they 
can move Clay Matthews back 
outside where he belongs. The 
Super Bowl showcased the value 
of dynamic pass rushers off  the 
edge and, no matter how badly 
the Packers needed Matthews 
inside, they wasted his talent by 
playing him there.

Second, they need a tight 
end who can run well enough to 
get open and make a few yards 
after the catch. Jordy Nelson’s 
expected return from knee 
surgery will revitalize the wide 
receiver corps, but incumbent 
tight end Richard Rodgers, 
while a capable red zone target, 
lacks the speed to separate from 
defenders.

One more thing to remember 
is that Packers general manager 
Ted Thompson tends to lean 
toward size when drafting. 
Whether it’s off ensive linemen, 
interior defensive linemen 
or defensive end-outside 
linebacker types, he likes to bring 

Late-round 
talent likely 
to be found 
on defense

TOM
OATES
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The Badgers go on a 
fi rst-half tear and turn 
back every Terrapins 
rally to pull the upset

JIM POLZIN 
jpolzin@madison.com, 608-252-6473 

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — It 
would have been easy for the 
hottest team in the Big Ten Con-
ference to take a nice, long look at 
the big picture Saturday night.

But junior forward Vitto Brown 
and his University of Wiscon-
sin men’s basketball teammates 
were sticking to their tunnel-
vision approach, even after pro-
ducing their most impressive 
victory of the season.

Brown helped author a mag-
nifi cent performance, scoring a 
career-high 21 points as the Bad-
gers upset No. 2 Maryland 70-57 
at the XFINITY Center, ending 
the Terrapins’ 27-game home 
winning streak.

A UW resume that was once 
in shambles now looks worthy 
of an NCAA tournament bid, 
barring a late-season collapse. 
Heck, extending the streak of 

consecutive top-four fi nishes 
in the Big Ten to a remarkable 15 
seasons doesn’t even seem out of 
the question after the Badgers’ 
seventh consecutive victory.

That’s where Brown, who very 
well could be the Big Ten Player 
of the Week when the award is 
announced Monday, put his foot 
down.

“We don’t look forward like 
that,” Brown said. “We focus on 
whatever is right in front of us. 
Before this game, we weren’t 
looking at, ‘If we win this, then 
this.’ We were just focusing on 

Michael Draves collects 
two wins for Middleton

JON MASSON
jmasson@madison.com,
608-252-6185 

MIDDLETON — For Middleton 
sophomore Michael Draves, the 
ultimate goal is a week away. Still, 
fi nishing fi rst at the WIAA Divi-
sion 1 boys sectional swimming 
meet Saturday at Middleton High 
School held great signifi cance.

He captured victories in the 
200-yard freestyle and the 500 
freestyle and earned automatic 
qualifying spots for next Satur-
day’s state swimming and diving 

meet at the University of Wiscon-
sin Natatorium.

“It gives me a lot of confi dence 
for next week,” Draves said.

In addition to the sectional 
winners who qualifi ed around 
the state, the next 18 swimmers in 
Division 1 also qualify.

Saturday’s sectional also meant 
much to Sun Prairie senior Luke 
Hetue. He took home fi rst-place 

fi nishes in the 50 freestyle and the 
100 breaststroke, which, he said, 
made him the fi rst Sun Prairie 
swimmer to win a sectional title.

Hetue fi nished the ultra-close 
50 freestyle in a school-record 
21.72 seconds, just .02 seconds 
ahead of Madison West senior 
Aidan Meara. Sun Prairie senior 
Josh Thiry and Regents sopho-
more Lain Weaver tied for third .

 “I was just dumbfounded that I 
got fi rst,” Hetue said. “I was going 
for my best time, which I got. To 
see that ‘1’ (on the scoreboard), I 
was just so excited.”

Hetue then accomplished his 

WIAA BOYS SWIMMING 

Memorial edges West at sectionals

LARRY ISLES photo

Middleton sophomore Michael Draves, a two-time winner in the WIAA 
Division I sectional Saturday in Middleton, won the 500-yard freestyle by 
more than five seconds. He also won the 200 freestyle.

INSIDE
Boys basketball: Middleton 
dumps Madison Memorial. B5

Wrestling: Sauk Prairie, 
Stoughton win regional titles. B7
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UW MEN’S BASKETBALL 

Signature victory

Photos by PATRICK SEMANSKY — Associated Press

UW players reacts after a 3-pointer by guard Bronson Koenig (24) during the second half of the Badgers’ victory over No. 2 Maryland on Saturday.

UW forward Nigel Hayes shoots over Maryland forward Damonte Dodd 
during the first half on Saturday night.

BADGERS 70, 
NO. 2 MARYLAND 57

Key: Vitto Brown 
scores a career-high 
21 points.

Next: 8 p.m. Thursday, 
at No. 8 Michigan State, ESPN.

WEB EXTRA 
Photo gallery: More photos 
from Saturday’s game.

go.madison.com/umphotos


