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SPORTS

The winning run 
scores on a passed 
ball as Memorial 
beats Middleton

STATE JOURNAL STAFF

The Madison Memorial 
baseball team scored the 
tying and winning runs on 
a bases-loaded walk and a 
passed ball in the bottom 
of the seventh inning Fri-
day, taking a 4-3 victory 
against visiting Middleton 
in a Big Eight Conference 
game.

T.J. Greene and Tsering 
Dorjee each pitched one 
inning of scoreless relief for 
the Spartans, with Dorjee 
recording the victory.

Clay Geenan and Jack 
Krumbach each drove in a 
run for Memorial.

Liam Belleveau went 
2-for-3 for Sun Prairie.

Madison West 10, 
Beloit Memorial 7

Jens Shager hit two dou-
bles and drove in five runs 
to lead the Regents past the 
host Purple Knights. Beloit 
Memorial’s Steven Maki-
nen went 3-for-3 and had 
two RBIs.

SOFTBALL

Verona 8, 
Madison Memorial 2

Quin Nelson pitched a 
complete game and did not 
give up an earned run, lead-
ing the host Wildcats over 
the Spartans.

Monroe 10, 
Madison Edgewood 0 (6)

Alysha Witt went 
4-for-4 with a triple, a 
double and five RBIs to fuel 
the host Cheesemakers’ 
Badger South Conference 
victory over the Crusad-
ers. Olivia Bobak earned a 
complete-game, one-hit 
pitching victory, striking 
out 11.

Sun Prairie 12, 
Monona Grove 2 (5)

Skylar Muller went 
2-for-3 with a home run to 
help lead the host Cardinals 

over the Silver Eagles. Sun 
Prairie freshman Maddie 
Gardner pitched three 
scoreless innings and hit a 
double. 

Belleville 5, Lodi 0

Cassidy Heller pitched 
a complete-game shutout 
and went 3-for-4 with 
a double to lead the host 
Wildcats over the Blue 
Devils.

Waunakee 2, McFarland 0

In the Adams-Friend-
ship Tournament at Wood-
side in Wisconsin Dells, 
Kelsey Smithback pitched 
a shutout and hit a triple 
to drive in both runs in the 
Warriors’ victory over the  
Spartans.

GIRLS SOCCER

Spartan Invitational

Mount Horeb 3, 
Racine Prairie 1

Sydney King scored all 
three of the Vikings’ goals 
in their victory over the 
Hawks at Woodside Sports 
Complex in Wisconsin 
Dells.

Green Bay Notre Dame 2, 
Madison Edgewood 1

The Tritons scored two 
second-half goals to beat 
the Crusaders. Jordyn 
Rothwell scored the lone 
goal for Edgewood, and 
goalkeeper Jamila Hamdan 
made eight saves.

Glendale Nicolet 1, 
Monona Grove 0

Silver Eagles goalkeeper 
Sophie Wendt had nine 
saves, but the Knights were 
able to sneak in a late sec-
ond-half goal.

Freeport (Ill.) 4, 
Madison Memorial 2

Kate Prudent and Me-
gan Johnson scored goals 
for the Spartans in the loss.

Hartland Arrowhead 5, 
Verona 1

Teagan Richman scored 
three goals as the War-
hawks defeated the Wild-
cats. Verona’s sole score 

came on a penalty kick in 
the first half.

Middleton 2, 
Oconomowoc 0

Danielle Martin and 
Payton Houden each tal-
lied a goal and an assist to 
help the Cardinals beat the 
Raccoons.

TRACK AND FIELD

Waddell Invitational

Lakeside Lutheran swept 
boys and girls team hon-
ors in the 12-team meet at 
Marshall.

For the Lakeside boys, 
senior Zech Schleef won 
the 100 meters (11.55 sec-
onds) and 200 (:23.05) and 
ran on the winning 400 re-
lay (:45.21).

For Columbus, senior 
Noah Coughlin won the 
400 (:56.81) and triple jump 
(42 feet, 4 inches), and se-
nior Josh Seltzner won the 
shot put (57-4) and discus 
(148-0).

The Lakeside girls won 
four individual events and 
two relays, but Columbus 
senior Alex Dynes was the 
only athlete to win two in-
dividual events, taking the 
shot put (36-11) and discus 
(102-3).

BOYS GOLF

Wis. Dells Invitational

Waunakee posted a score 
of 308 at Trappers’ Turn to 
take the first-day lead in 
the large-school division 
of the 36-hole Wisconsin 
Dells Invitational boys golf 
tournament.

Joe Guerrera shot a 2-un-
der-par 34 on the back nine 
to finish at 1-under 71 on 
the first day of the two-day, 
36-hole event. 

On the individual leader 
board, Guerrera holds a 
two-stroke lead over Sun 
Prairie’s Ethan Carrick, 
who shot 73.

In the small-school di-
vision, Lodi got a 71 from 
Jacob Michel and a 78 from 
Logan Walzer to total 311 
and take a 16-stroke lead 
over Sparta in the 18-team 
field.

PREP SPORTS 

Spartans top Cardinals

The Oregon junior  
is ready to build on 
her breakout season

JOLIE VALE
jvale@madison.com 

 There are only 10 hurdles 
in a 100-meter race. But for 
Oregon’s Alexis Jackson, 
this one goes to 11.

Jackson’s biggest hurdle 
so far this season did not 
come on the track, but on 
the basketball court. She 
sustained a knee injury — a 
torn meniscus and lateral 
collateral ligament — that 
set her dream of climbing 
back to the top of the WIAA 
track meet awards stand 
back during a three-month 
recovery period.

But now, the three-time 
state champion in 2016 — 
who broke three school re-
cords in her sophomore year 
— says she is fully recovered 
and focused only on what 
lies ahead.

“Our team has set some 
very high goals for this up-
coming season. We hope to 
win conference this year as 
well as earn a state champi-
onship,” Jackson said.

Jackson’s optimistic out-
look comes from years of 
sacrifice and dedication to 
the sport. She said family 
and teammates help foster 
her motivation.

“My family believes in 
me, and making them proud 
has always been at the top of 
my list,” Jackson said. “My 
team has made some per-

sonal goals, as well as team 
goals, and I plan to meet 
those goals and keep the 
promise to the team.

“They keep me focused by 
pushing me in practice and 
helping me, so I have to re-
turn the favor to them.”

Returning that favor 
has paid off for the entire 
Oregon program, as many 
of her teammates see her as 
a beacon of motivation.

“She always takes care of 
business and is able to bring 
out speed and strength 
when the team needs it,” 
teammate Jenna Igl said. 
“She is a strong leader. She 
is a model that many team 
members, including myself, 
strive to be like.”

And for “Action Jackson” 
— a nickname coined by a 
coach during her freshman  
year — the stress being a 
student-athlete and the 
pressure of college appli-
cations, on top of a 16-hour 
work week, keeps her fo-
cused.

“When you want to hang 
out with friends or go out 
on the weekends, some-
times you have to give that 
up. You have to be able to 
give up some things that 
others wouldn’t,” Jackson 
said. “That’s a huge part of 
success.”

But so far, this method 
has worked for Jackson. 
As a freshman — who be-
gan running track only two 
years earlier, under the urg-
ing of her brother — she was 
placed on the 1,600-meter 
relay team that finished 

fourth in the 2015 WIAA 
Division 1 state meet.

And then came last sea-
son,  when Jackson exploded 
on the scene to win Division 
1 championships in the 100 
hurdles (14.75 seconds) and 
300 hurdles (:44.44), as 
well as running the third leg 
on the champion 800 relay 
team (1:40.76).

But that’s in the past, and 
Jackson says she is focused 
on the future — including 
some strong challenges 
from area competitors.

“I don’t doubt anyone as 
competition. It could come 
from anyone,” Jackson said. 
“We have the Sun Prairie 
Invitational at the end of 
April, and I look forward to 
competing against some of 
the Big Eight schools. I don’t 
get to run against them very 
often, so that should be some 
good competition.”

Jackson has her sights set 
on college, and has received 
several recruitment letters 
from Division I programs.

“I’m kind of keeping my 
options open for now and 
figuring out exactly what 
I’m interested in. I do hope 
to run in college … but for 
now, I’m focusing on my 
goals for the immediate fu-
ture,” she said. 

“One thing people don’t 
know about the sport is how 
incredibly mental it is. You 
have to be mentally strong 
to make it through those 
tough practices or races. 
People don’t know how 
much work I put in to be-
come a state champ.”

PREP GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD 

Jackson overcomes hurdle

JOHN HART, STATE JOURNAL ARCHIVES

Oregon’s Alexis Jackson runs to a first-place finish in the Division 1 girls 100-meter hurdles at 
last year’s WIAA state meet in La Crosse.

EVAN HAUGE
ehauge@madison.com 

 Many of Jack Herkert’s 
life goals can be found way 
up high.

The Verona senior is the 
defending WIAA Division 
1 state champion in the 
high jump, clearing 6 feet, 
8 inches. He already has 
jumped 6-7 during the 2017 
indoor season and hopes to 
earn a reputation as one of 
the state’s top hurdlers and 
long jumpers.

But that’s not Herkert’s 
only lofty goal. He dreams 
of working as an engineer 
for NASA — and thanks to 
track and field, he will get a 
chance to pursue that dream 
this fall, attending Stanford 
on an athletic scholarship.

But prior to his breakout 
junior season, that journey 
would have been signifi-
cantly more daunting.

“I had a bit of a rough 
sophomore season as I tried 
to work through some inju-
ries,” Herkert said. “I was 
mostly considering Division 
2 and 3 schools at the time.”

He showed a marked im-
provement during his junior 
season, moving to the top of 
the state rankings in high 
jump for much of the sea-
son, and earning Big Eight 
Conference titles in the high 
and long jumps.

Herkert increased his 
presence on recruiters’ ra-
dar when he won the state 
high jump title last June. But 
it was the work in the off-
season that really set him 
apart.

“Most good athletes show 
up to practice every day, 
work hard, and do every-
thing the coaches ask, and 
that’s all you really want as 
a coach,” Verona coach Joff 
Pedretti said. “But the great 
athletes are doing that out-
side of practice, all the time. 

And that’s Jack.”
Herkert carried his mo-

mentum to the national 
stage at the New Balance 
Outdoor Nationals last 
summer, where he cleared a 
career-best 6-10¼ to finish 
fifth in high jump and earn 
youth All-American status.

“I wasn’t really sure what 
to expect. Outdoor nation-
als is just on another level 
than what I had competed 
in before,” Herkert said. 
“I was a little intimidated 
heading into it. But it was 
really cool to be able to go 
against that type of com-
petition, and I think it 
brought out the best in me.”

The first colleges Herkert 
considered were the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and 
Notre Dame, with Georgia 
Tech eventually joining the 
mix. But Herkert decided to 
reach out to Stanford, and 
discovered an opportunity 
he couldn’t turn down.

“Around the time of 
Olympic trials, I got in 
touch with Stanford’s 
coaching staff,” Herkert 
said. “They were actually 
at the trials, so I left them 
a message. They got back 
to me almost immediately, 
and things just took off 

from there.”
With the next step of his 

future decided, Herkert’s 
full attention is on his se-
nior track and field season.

In addition to the high 
and long jumps, Herkert 
also participates in the tri-
ple jump, indoor 55-meter 
hurdles, 110 hurdles, and 
the 300 hurdles. He hopes 
to compete in the decathlon 
at Stanford.

Herkert set a school re-
cord in the 55 hurdles (7.67 
seconds) at the Madison 
West Relays on Saturday, 
and also won the high jump 
and finished fourth in the 
long jump to help lead Ve-
rona to a first-place finish 
in the Class A division.

Another area Herkert 
could be involved with is 
the relays, as he continues 
to push for it with Pedretti 
and the coaching staff.

“I really hope to get in on 
the relay action this year, 
especially the 400-meter 
relay. It’s a different as-
pect of the sport that I re-
ally haven’t been a part of 
yet,” Herkert said. “I enjoy 
pretty much all events, 
which is why I’m looking 
forward to competing in the 
decathlon next year.”

PREP BOYS TRACK AND FIELD 

Herkert gets cleared for takeoff

LARRY ILES, FOR THE STATE JOURNAL 

Verona senior Jack Herkert won the high jump competition at 
Saturday’s Madison West Relays, clearing 6 feet, 7 inches. 
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Honors after

82 years

A Stoughton police

officer killed on duty

in 1934 is recognized

for his service and

sacrifice

LOCAL. B1

IN TODAY’S

NEWSPAPER

Get to know the

new coaching staff

and key players

for this year’s UW

men’s hockey team

with our 28-page

preview section

NO UPSET THIS
TIME FOR BADGERS
UW offense fails to pro

duce

in 14-7 loss at No. 4
Michigan

SPORTS. D1

NICO SAVIDGE

nsavidge@madison.com

UW-Madison senior Jackie Spaight esti-

mates she spent more than 50 hours per week

volunteering for Bernie Sanders’ primary

campaign as the lead organizer of Badgers

for Bernie.

But Spaight won’t follow the Vermont

senator’s plea for his sup-

porters to back Hillary Clin-

ton in November. Instead,

Spaight says she will vote for

the Green Party’s Jill Stein.

“I can’t get behind (Clin-

ton),” Spaight said. “If Ber-

nie flew in from D.C. to have

a sit-down conversation and

asked me to vote for her, I’m

d ld do it ”

Third
parties
draw
interest

LINE CHANGE
BADGERS HOCKEY 2016-17 PREVIEW

LukeKunin
First-round draft pick
has nfinished b siness

TomOates
Will emphasis on fun
translate into victories?

INSIDE

TONY
GRANATO
UWgreat brings
new game plan

ELECTION 2016

YOUNG VOTERS

Spaight

E ent has bred innovation
WORLD DAIRY EXPO

“Cinderella of the World” Cheryl Johnson Ludecke poses for a photo with Gene Nelson, left, one of the founders of the World Dairy

Expo, an unidentified official and a champion Holstein at the inaugural event in 1967, when it was called the World Food Exposition.

WORLD DAIRY EXPO | INDUSTRY STAPLE MARKS 50 YEARS

LIGHT SHOWERS 66 • 48 FORECAST, B12 | OCTOBER 2, 2016 |


