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A group of 16 students goes 
above and beyond to help 
the players any way they can

JIM POLZIN 
jpolzin@madison.com, 608-252-6473 

It was 9:30 p.m. on a Friday and, all 
around the University of Wisconsin cam-
pus, students were either out enjoying the 
nightlife or in the process of getting ready 
to do so.

Alex Hayden didn’t have any plans that 
particular evening in the fall of 2014, but 
that changed when a text message appeared 
on his cell phone. It was from Ethan Happ, 
who was in his first year in the University 
of Wisconsin men’s basketball program at 
the time and was looking for someone to 
rebound for him.

Hayden, who had been hired as a stu-
dent-manager for the Badgers a week ear-
lier, agreed to do it and made the 15-min-
ute trek from his dorm near the shores of 

Lake Mendota to the Kohl Center so Happ 
could sneak in a late-night shooting ses-
sion. It was the start of a pairing that, some 
16 months later, is still going strong.

“After we developed a good relationship,” 
said Happ, who’s now a redshirt freshman 
forward for the Badgers, “I want to stick 
with him.”

On game days, managers such as Hayden 
can be spotted setting out chairs at time-
outs or making sure water bottles are ready 
for players when they get to the bench. At 
practices, the managers keep stats and have 
their towels ready to wipe up sweat on the 
court.

They’re not doing it to get rich, mind you. 
First-year managers are unpaid, while vet-

erans receive an hourly salary that begins at 
minimum wage with slight increases based 
on experience.

What impresses the players is the man-
agers’ willingness to go above and beyond 
their job description.

UW junior guard Zak Showalter said the 
managers, a crew that includes 13 males and 
three females, “are great. I think they’re a 
big key to our (success). They put in a lot of 
work behind the scenes.”

Added junior forward Nigel Hayes: “We 
say managers are part of the team.”

Junior forward Vitto Brown, who’s on 
a hot streak as the Badgers (16-9, 8-4 Big 
Ten) take a seven-game winning streak into 
a game at No. 8 Michigan State (21-5, 8-5) 
on Thursday night, sometimes asks for two 
managers to help him.

The managers communicate on a group 
text message thread to make sure Brown is 
covered.

“We’re spoiled,” Brown said.  
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Can’t manage without ’em
ANDY MANIS — Associated Press archives

UW forward Ethan Happ, battling Ohio State’s Mickey Mitchell for a loose ball recently, benefits from in-game feedback from manager Alex Hayden. 

BADGERS VS.  
NO. 8 MICHIGAN STATE

When, where: 8 p.m. Thursday, 
East Lansing, Mich.

TV: ESPN.

The junior avoids a pin 
in the final match to 
send Stoughton to the 
state team tournament

BRANDON STORLIE
For the State Journal 

STOUGHTON — It didn’t take 
long for Garrett Model to know 
he was in trouble.

“I ended up on my back,” the 
Stoughton junior said, “Once 
I hit my back, it was like, ‘No, I 
can’t do this. My team needs me 
right here.’ ”

In the end, that wake-up call 
just seconds into his sectional 
match was enough, with Model 
staving off a near fall in the final 
match of the night as the Vikings 
edged Badger South Conference 
rival Milton 30-28 on Tuesday 
for a berth at the WIAA Divi-
sion 1 state team wrestling tour-
nament March 4-5 at the UW 
Fieldhouse.

“He came out firing,” Model 
said of Milton’s Vince Digenn-
aro, who scored five points in 
the opening seconds of their 

138-pound match en route to a 
13-11 victory. “I did everything 
I could to bridge and fight, fight 
off my back and everything so I 
wouldn’t get pinned.”

Model rallied from a 9-2 defi-
cit after the first period to tie the 
match at 11 before Digennaro 
scored on a late reversal. The Red 
Hawks sophomore was in posi-
tion for a throw in the final sec-
onds but could not get Model to 
the mat.

“We just have to be grateful 
that Model’s a fighter,” Stough-
ton co-coach Dan Spilde said. 
“As tight as that was, it’s hard 
to believe he came off his back. 
To come back and make it excit-
ing at the end, that’s what it’s all 
about.”

Rallying from a 13-0 hole, Mil-
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Green Bay and Indianapolis 
are selected to play in the  
Hall of Fame game the day 
after Brett Favre’s induction

WESTON HODKIEWICZ
Green Bay Press-Gazette 

GREEN BAY — Brett Favre isn’t the 
only one going to Canton, Ohio.

The Pro Football Hall of Fame 
announced Tuesday that the Green Bay 
Packers and Indianapolis Colts will kick 
off the 2016 NFL season in the annual 
Hall of Fame game that will be played at 
7 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 7, at Tom Benson 
Hall of Fame Stadium.

The selection means Green Bay will 
play five preseason games this summer, 
with training camp likely to begin July 24, 
two weeks prior to the game.

It’ll be the fifth time the Packers have 
played in the Hall of Fame game and the 
first time since a rain-shortened 9-0 
loss to Kansas City on Aug. 4, 2003. The 
Packers’ only win came on Sept. 13, 1969, 
against Atlanta.

The Packers and Colts will be cel-
ebrating the enshrinement of Favre, for-
mer Colts coach Tony Dungy, and Colts 
receiver Marvin Harrison, who’ll be 
inducted in the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
the night before. Former Packers outside 
linebackers coach Kevin Greene also is 
among the eight-man induction class.

Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
sounded less than thrilled when asked in 
a Twitter chat with fans Tuesday about 

PACKERS 

Fifth game 
added to 
preseason 
schedule 

JACK DEMPSEY — Associated Press

Kevin Greene and Brett Favre are among 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s eight-man 
induction class on Aug. 6 in Canton, Ohio.

WIAA TEAM WRESTLING | STOUGHTON 30, MILTON 28 

Model fights back to 
save Vikings’ season
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Dany Gumz leads five 
double-figure scorers

JON MASSON
jmasson@madison.com, 608-252-6185 

MARSHALL — The Marshall 
girls basketball team likes to play 
an up-tempo style. 

“We are a running team,” Car-
dinals senior post player Dany 
Gumz said. “In the first half, we 
weren’t running.” 

After leading by four points 
at halftime, Marshall kicked its 
game into gear and pulled away 
from Capitol South Conference 
rival New Glarus for an 83-61 vic-
tory Tuesday night. 

“That was more our style,” 
Cardinals coach Chris Seep said. 
“We played a little bit more con-
fidently. We’ve been talking lately 
about playing to win, instead of 
playing not to lose.”

PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL  
MARSHALL 83,  
NEW GLARUS 61

Cardinals 
loosen up, 
stay perfectINSIDE

Boys basketball: Waunakee 
earns share of Badger North. B3

Wrestling: Sauk Prairie, 
River Valley grab state berths. B4

Madison West’s Drake Baldwin shares a hug with Kieran Garvey (15) after 
Baldwin’s second goal of the first period Tuesday night. Baldwin finished 
with a hat trick in the Regents’ 4-3 victory over the DeForest co-op in a 
WIAA boys hockey regional semifinal at Madison Ice Arena. Coverage, B4.

MADISON WEST OPENS POSTSEASON WITH WIN
LARRY ILES — For the State Journal


